
Principal’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear 

Parents 

and 

Caregivers 

 
This Sundays sees the commencement of the season of Advent – a preparation time for the celebration of 

the birth of Jesus.  The word advent means ‘coming’ and the Church begins her year by looking forward 

to the birth of her Beloved, the Word made Flesh. 

 

This is a four week period before Christmas and a time when we wait in joyful anticipation for 

celebrating the birth of Jesus.  It is a time when we can reflect on our lives and change those attitudes, behaviour or actions that might not 

allow God’s love into our life.   

 

REPORTS AND CLASS PLACEMENT 

Next Tuesday all of the children will take home their Semester Two Report Cards, a letter explaining the format of the report, and a slip 

of paper with the name of their teacher for 2014.  This excludes Year 5, 6 & 7 whose teachers 
are Melinda Brockhurst/Michael Robinson (Year 5), Michelle Johnstone (Year 6) and Louise 

Busby/Bern Skelly (Year 7).   

 

Please note that these class lists are final and will not be changed. 

 

YEAR 7 GRADUATION 

Congratulations to all the Year Seven students 

who celebrated their primary schooling at St 

Joseph’s with a Eucharistic Celebration last 

night. These young ladies have been wonderful 

ambassadors for the school and inspirational role 

models to the younger students. As they all 
move into the next stage of their life’s journey we wish them all the best, and thank them 

for their contribution to this school. 

 

Thank you to Louise Busby who has taught the children this year and empowered them to 

achieve to their full potential.  

 

I would also like to thank our Year Six parents who coordinated the supper for the students and their families, which was held after the 

Mass and presentations.  

 

SCHOOL FEES 

Brisbane Catholic Education has recommended a 2.1% increase in fees and building fund levies for 2014.  Accordingly, the fee and levy 
schedule for St Joseph’s for 2014 is attached to this mail out. The Brisbane Catholic Education Council recommendation and our own 

expenses have been set at a level consistent with the actual cost increases experienced by our school in recent years.   

 

LAST WEEK OF 2013 

Please join in to celebrate our last School Mass on Tuesday morning at 9am in the Church.  All families and friends are welcome to 

attend.   
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  P&F Meets 2nd Tuesday each month   

Thought for the Week 

Most smiles are started by another smile.   Anonymous 



From the APRE 

Sacramental Program 2014 – 1st Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation 
First Reconciliation: (students in Year 3 who have been baptized Catholic) 

Monday 17 Feb: Parent Preparation Night 7pm Sacred Heart, Rosalie  
Friday 21 March: Children’s Retreat Day Lavalla Centre 
Monday 24 March: First Reconciliation Sacrament, Rosalie 
 

Holy Communion/Confirmation: (Students in Year 4 who have made their Reconciliation) 
   Tuesday 29 July: Parent Preparation Night 7pm Sacred Heart, Rosalie 
   Thursday 4 Sept: Children’s Retreat Day Lavalla Centre 

Friday 5 Sept: Confirmation Ceremony, St Brigids, Red HIll 
 

Ends this week! - St Vincent de Paul Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who has sent things to school for this appeal. This year we are asking 
for a few different things than usual. We have been asked to make up little packs containing 

washers, soaps, hand creams etc. If you can help, please send these to your child’s class or 

straight to the office. 
 

Year 7 Graduation night 
Congratulations to Mrs Busby and the Year 7 class on their Mass last night. Thanks also to 

everyone else involved on the night with the mass and after party celebrations. 
 
Tuesday 3 Dec – Whole school end of Year Mass 9am 
 

Michael Robertson 

Assistant Principal (Religious Education) 

Our Star Student of the Week is Josie  (6B) 

ACTIVE SCHOOL TRAVEL 

WEDNESDAY SURVEYS 
Congratulations to the winners of last week’s Wednesday Active Travel Survey.  

1st – 6B – 58% 
2nd - 2W – 56% 
3rd – 2G – 46% 

 
2014 WALKING SCHOOL BUS  
In past years, volunteers have operated a walking school bus every afternoon from school to 
Bowman Park. The bus has been very successful in past years, helping to alleviate traffic 
around the school, and making parking and pick up at Bowman Park a lot easier. Mr Robertson 
has also operated a successful Park N Strike on various Wednesday mornings from Bowman 
Park to school. 
  
We are calling for expressions of interest from anyone who would be interested in coordinating 
the Walking school Bus for 2014... Ideally we would like to operate the walking school bus each 
afternoon, however if not possible, we would like to operate the bus every Wednesday 

afternoon.  
 
The coordinator would be responsible for taking student registrations, liaising with parents, 
organising other parent volunteer walkers and leading the school bus from school (including 
collecting Prep children and marking the roll at school and at pick up). The role could possibly 
be shared with another parent over the course of the week!  
 
If anyone is interested, please contact Christine Brown on 0406 425 561 or 
mickandchris@mail.com.au 



 
 

Important Dates 
Thursday  28 November  Swimming Fun Day (Prep - Yr 2) 

Tuesday  3 December   End of School Mass @ 9am 

Friday   6 December   School Finishes @ 12 noon 

 

Term Dates 2013 

Term 1 - Wednesday 30 January - Thursday 28 March 

Term 2 - Monday 15 April - Friday 21 June 

Term 3 - Monday 8 July – Friday 20 September 

Term 4 - Tuesday 8 October – Friday 6 December (Pupil free day 

Monday 21 October) 

Prep B Michael for always demonstrating beautiful manners and showing persistence.  Well done Michael! 

Prep G Daniel for being a helpful class member who plays fairly with his friends. 

Prep W Thomas for a great effort with sequencing and retelling “How the Birds Got their Colours”. 

1B Evie for bringing so much joy and enthusiasm to every task she does. 

1G Charlie for a fabulous attitude towards his learning.  Always willing to have a go! 

1W Sophie for her attention to detail in her written work!  Well done Sophie! 

2B Harriet for always being helpful and friendly to everyone.  We are so lucky to have such a wonderful person in our 

class. 

2G Greta for consistently working well in class and for always having a positive attitude. 

2W Callum for always being cooperative, hard working and a fantastic example to everyone. 

3B Ethan for following the rules in the classroom and playground. 

3G Pierce for becoming more focussed in class and tuning into discussions and instructions. 

3W Amy and James for thinking of others before themselves. 

4B Will for commendable growth in his confidence in reading and writing. 

4W Ella for your great leadership and motivation during your catapult project. 

4/5G Alice for happy participation in our Story Maker activity time. 

5B Giulia for always putting in 100% effort into everything she does. 

6B The whole class for their community service and Christmas spirit they showed today during our Nursing Home visit. 

7B Julia for a well written and presented poetry anthology. 

Term Dates 2014 

Term 1 - Wednesday 29 January - Friday 4 April 

Term 2 - Tuesday 22 April - Friday 27 June 

Term 3 - Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September 

Term 4 - Tuesday 7 October - Friday 5 December 

Date Claimer for 2014 
Swimming Carnival (Yrs 2 - 7) 

Thursday 27 February 2014 



Graduation 2013 student speech by Georgina de Souza 

Good evening Father Peter, Father James, Father Stanley, Ms Hayes, teachers, parents, family, students and most 

importantly my dearest class mates, the Year 7 class of 2013. May I begin today by saying it is an honour to be 

selected by my classmates to talk to you on behalf of Year 7. 

 

As our final year together comes to a close, it is a time of reflection, celebration and anticipation. 

Where do I begin, this year has been so busy I don’t think I can possibly mention everything in one speech, but I will 

try my best. 

 

At the start of this year all 19 of us, including 2 new students who opened up new and exciting friendships, strapped 

into this rollercoaster, not knowing how many loops, dips, ups and downs we were about to face.  

 

One of the major highlights for us would have to be Canberra! Oh my, oh my some of those memories can’t be 

repeated but a lot of them can. Canberra was an amazing trip, we popped into the AIS, Questacon, old and new 

Parliament House, and many more, in particular the War Memorial  was a very special place for all of us getting to 

see our soldiers name on the wall. One of the things I think all of us will remember was after a good game of murder 

in the dark or truth and dare diving under the covers when Ms Hayes or Mrs Busby came knocking. My cabin even got 

a visit from Mary Poppins. Oh and how could we forget the red beanies? 

 

Earlier in the year we all strapped in for Naplan and can I say it was not one of the highlights for the year, but we 

survived with some chocolates after every test.  

 

One of the things we will all miss most will be visiting our younger buddies. Our prep buddies this year have been 

amazing. It has been a pleasure to watch them grow and learn alongside us. They are one of the things that always 

brighten up our busy weeks. 

 

Talking of busy, Mrs Busby kept us really busy this year with never a shortage of work. We travelled back to 1914 

world war one and further back to ancient Greece in semester two and then we travelled to outer space. 

 

We couldn’t leave out Alice the musical. We were all so nervous before auditions but yet so eager to find out our 

roles. Some were disappointed, some were over the moon. It was a great experience though for all the students of 

St Joseph’s Bardon, a memory we will never forget. We all had so much fun and we hope other students will enjoy 

following musicals to come. 

 

Over the years we have celebrated many things such as past camps, dances, the 75th Anniversary, sporting carnivals 

and fetes. We all will have fond memories of these events. 

 

On behalf of my classmates I would like to thank all the teachers, and staff, past and present for helping us to 

become the leaders we are, and teaching us how to treat one another fairly and honestly. We would especially like to 

thank Mrs Busby for the great year we have shared together, for helping us learn and for being there for us every 

day and Ms Hayes for supporting us throughout the year and seeing the funny side of things, us girls do sometimes.  

We would also like to give a big thankyou to our parish priests who have helped us on our catholic journey. 

 

Last but definitely not least we would like to thank our parents, who have made our experience at St Joseph’s 

possible. They have supported us all the way through primary school, and will continue to do so for many more years 

to come. 

 

To the current year five and six students, you will very soon be the next leaders of St Josephs, and we know you will 

be in great hands and have no doubt that you will do an amazing job.  

 

Finally the most precious people we need to thank are each other my friends, year 7 2013. What a funny group we 

are, made up of those here from the beginning, those who joined along the way or even this year. We are unique, 

some may call us clever, funny, kind or even good looking and truth be told we are all of these. Our different 

personalities have made us who we are.  

 

It is with great anticipation that we now look to the next stage in our education. We are excited and hopeful about 

the new experiences to come and of course a little sad as we realize that many of us will go in different directions. 

 

So goodbye and farewell to St Joseph’s Bardon, and thank you for the wonderful journey we’ve had. 



 
 

 
Italian - Invitation to all parents 
PREPS TO YEAR 4 classes will be presenting a 

short concert item on Friday 29 November at 

2pm. PREPS AND 1’S will be singing and chanting 

songs, YEAR 2 AND 3 will be presenting short 

plays and Year 4 will be singing Christmas Carols. 

 

Year 5, 6 and 7 children will be presenting a fashion parade on 

Thursday morning 28 November at 9.30am.  

 

Some children in Years 5, 6 and 7 may enter a spaghetti 

eating contest on Thursday after lunch break. The rules 

are that they cannot use hands or utensils. Should be fun 

to watch!  

 

 

“There's a lot to gain from learning another language! Between the travel prospects and 

career potential, speaking more than one language is pretty useful.” 

PPIANOIANO/K/KEYBOARDEYBOARD  LLESSONSESSONS  FORFOR  20142014  

There will be a few vacancies for piano/keyboard lessons at the school for the coming year. 

If any parents are interested in lessons for their child—please contact Mrs Janice  

Oostenbroek  Ph 3371 4543. 

 
ASSISTANCE IN FIJI NEEDED… 
 

Contact has been made with an Orphanage in Fiji 
and we hope to organise a care package (that will 

fit in a suitcase) to be taken over to Fiji on Friday 
6th December.  If you can help with any of the following items 
could you please drop them off to the school office by Wednesday 
4th December.   

 
The following items have been requested:- Play Dough, Tacking 
Pins, Cello tapes,  Glue Sticks,  Scissors,  Staples and stapler,  

Paper Punch,  Manila folders, Blu Tack,  Permanent Markers, 
White Board Markers, Cellophane ( Plastic Cover for books ),  A4 
papers Correction Fluid Pens, disposable nappies, wipes, baby 
moisturiser. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=piano&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QVQTsHL-MroToM&tbnid=J6XJ_g3oFEv2-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.steinway.com%2F&ei=F_iLUrP6KYXOiAe4ooDACQ&psig=AFQjCNHLUs-M09b1JCSRFr741RyCW-o6OQ&ust=1384991064656757












 

 

Tuckshop Roster for next week 
 

Tuckshop    Patty Cakes 
Colleen Barry   Sarah Dunlop 

Velia D’Arienzo   Kate Hunter 

Ann-Louise Coulson  Christine Brown 

Sonya Mortimore 

Karen Morris 

Please try the new ordering on-line system! 

 
 
 

The P and F has a Facebook page called  St Joseph's Catholic Primary School Parents & Friends 
Association, located at https://www.facebook.com/joeysPandF?ref=hl. 

If you are on Facebook we would love you to 'Like us' as this will be one more way that we will communicate P and F 
news to you. 

P&F Minutes, Agenda & Principal’s Report Available on Website 

On the Menu Bar, Click into About Us, Community, Parents and Friends,  make your choice from the Menu, then download 
the appropriate file, press Ctrl and click into: 

P & F Minutes of Meeting:   P & F Meeting Agenda:   Principal’s Report: 

Fair News:    P & F Constitution: 
 
The Files will be uploaded to the site as the documents become available. 

Farewell for Liz Faulkner  
 
Many of us would know Liz Faulkner (Nita Year 6) from tuckshop this year.  What many of us don’t know is that Liz is leaving St 
Joseph’s at the end of this year after a very long association with the school.  She was a student of our school, a teacher at the 
school and a school Mum several times over!  She has been involved with numerous school activities over the years, including 
tuckshop (more than once!), fetes and netball.   
 
A few of us thought it would be nice if there was an opportunity for anyone in the school community who has known Liz to 
farewell her. We have decided on a casual, stress free get together at “The Grove” (Waterworks Rd) – the downstairs bar area 
- on Wednesday 4th Dec, 7-9pm.  Drop in briefly or stay for a while – no need to rsvp – just show up and purchase your own 
drinks/finger food from the bar as you wish.   
 
Amanda Wakefield and the Year 6 Mums. 

ST JOSEPH’S NETBALL CLUB 2014  
REGISTRATIONS are due Friday 29 November 2013 for the 

2014 Season 
Registration form on school website 

 

http://www.stjosephsbardon.qld.edu.au/About%20Us/Pages/Download-a-
Form.aspx  

Return completed form to school office ASAP 

https://www.facebook.com/joeysPandF?ref=hl.
http://www.stjosephsbardon.qld.edu.au/About%20Us/Community/Parents%20and%20Friends/Pages/PF-Minutes-of-Meeting.aspx
http://www.stjosephsbardon.qld.edu.au/About%20Us/Community/Parents%20and%20Friends/Pages/P-F-Meeting-Agenda.aspx
http://www.stjosephsbardon.qld.edu.au/About%20Us/Community/Parents%20and%20Friends/Pages/Principal's-Report.aspx
http://www.stjosephsbardon.qld.edu.au/About%20Us/Pages/Download-a-Form.aspx
http://www.stjosephsbardon.qld.edu.au/About%20Us/Pages/Download-a-Form.aspx
http://www.stjosephsbardon.qld.edu.au/About%20Us/Pages/Download-a-Form.aspx




 

   
Ceremony of Carols Ceremony of Carols Ceremony of Carols ---   St Brigid’s Church, Musgrave Rd St Brigid’s Church, Musgrave Rd St Brigid’s Church, Musgrave Rd    Red Hill Red Hill Red Hill    

Sunday, 15th December 2013, 7.00pmSunday, 15th December 2013, 7.00pmSunday, 15th December 2013, 7.00pm   
   
   

  St Brigid’s church, with its choir and organ in the beautiful acoustics, is once again set to spread the 
spirit of Christmas. Beginning with the church in darkness with only candle light, the choir will perform arrangements of carols, as 
well as leading the community in singing a number of well loved carols.  

There will also be readings, and a beautiful string ensemble performance of Corelli’s Christmas Concerto. Supper will follow the 
ceremony. 

We’re raising funds for the Jubilee Parish Refugee Support Group, as well as funds to support the music at St Brigid’s, and there 
will be an opportunity to give if you wish. 

Parking is available in the church yard, accessed from Musgrave Rd. 

The Iona Passion Play - AUDITIONS - Easter 2014 -  back in Brisbane 
Experience Easter as part of the cast or crew of The Iona Passion Play. 
All are welcome – you can involve the whole family! 
Plenty of speaking, non-speaking and support roles available. 
Sunday Dec 1st @ 2pm  and Sunday Jan 19th @ 1pm 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT – St Mary Magdalene’s Church 

Baby Jesus lying in the hay, Mary and Joseph, the stable, the Angels, the donkey – these 

are all facets of Christmas that appeal to the minds and the hearts of children. Being a 

part of the Christmas Pageant allows children to fully appreciate the real Spirit of 

Christmas. 

Christmas Present is made of memories of Christmas Past. 

Christmas Eve Service will be held in the School Assembly Hall. The Service will begin at 

4.00pm with the  Christmas Pageant and Carols, followed by Mass at 4.30.  

Children of all ages can be involved.  Costumes are basic (no sewing required).  

Rehearsals will be held on: 

Monday 16th December at 9.00am   Thursday 19th at 9.00am. 

If you can’t make it to both, then make the one that suits you, but please let me know of your intentions. 

Anyone acting in a major speaking role will be required at ALL rehearsals.  

Dress Rehearsal will be at 9.00am on Monday 23rd (essential). 

Anyone interested please contact Therese Beavis on 33664103/leave message or email on 

mtbah@optusnet.com.au 
 

For Sale  

A pair of brand new brown Mary Janes (never worn) school shoes for sale.  Girls size 13 E.  If interested, please con-
tact Gemma Gordon on 0402 003 524. 

The Gap Health and Racquet Player of the Week is Rosezetta  

“Rosezetta has consistently been improving each week.  She has a positive attitude and 

tackles each lesson head first.  She's also enthusiastic and willing to learn, which is proven 

in her strong forehand and backhand.   Rosezetta is a pleasure to teach! Keep up the 

good work Rosezetta”  
 

Ines Obermair (Coach) 
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